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CHRIST IS COUNTING ON YOU!!! 

FIRST-CLASS MAIL 

FIRST 
CLASS 
MAIL 

 
UPCOMING  EVENTS FOR 2002 : 

 
CENTRAL MEN’S #47 -  -  -  -   Rector, Tony Latessa   -  -  -   APR. 11-14, 2002 

CENTRAL WOMEN’S #45 -  -  Rector, Christin Albrektson -  -  APR. 25-28, 2002 
Central Weekends site: Holy Cross Catholic Cursillo Center   Downtown Columbus 

 
NORTHERN MEN’S #48 -  -  -   Rector, Peter Sabin   -  -  -  JUN. 27-30, 2002 

NORTHERN WOMEN’S #46  -  -Rector, Sharon Gsellman  -  -  - AUG. 15-18, 2002 
Northern  Weekends site: St. Leonard’s Youth Retreat Center, Avon, OH 

 
NATIONAL LUTHERAN SECRETARIAT  -  DALLAS, TX  -  JUL. 24-27, 2002 

 
CENTRAL MEN’S #49 -  -  -  - -  -  -   OCT. 3 - 6, 2002 
CENTRAL WOMEN’S #47 -  -  -  -  NOV. 7 - 10, 2002 

 
PRAY FOR THE WEEKEND, THE  RECTOR, AND THE TEAM 

— OFFER YOUR SERVICES AND ASSISTANCE — 
 

ATTEND GROUP REUNION AND ULTREYA 

Sign up on the 72-hour Prayer 
Vigil for the Weekends 

Mailed 03/29/02 

 
 

MEN’S #47 
WEEKEND 

 
April 11-14  

 
 

WOMEN’S #45 
WEEKEND 

 
April 25-28 
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Note:  If you have questions or suggestions, 
please feel free to call any of the Secretariat 
members.  Also, anyone from the community is 
welcome to attend the Secretariat meetings. 

 
Via de Cristo of Ohio 

P.O. Box 091005 
Columbus, OH 43209 

 
 

GET ON THE WEB====>  Ohio Via de Cristo Website     www.viadecristooh.org 
                                             National Via de Cristo Website      www.viadecristo.org 
                                                            Kairos Website    www.kairosohio.org 

 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 
        As the new year begins, we are entering into new beginnings, new challenges, and new 
hopes.  I have to tell you, becoming the new Lay Director is challenging, yet full of exciting 
beginnings and hopes.  Before I talk about those things that are exciting, I thought I’d 
introduce myself and give you a sense of who I am, where I’ve been, that sort of thing. 
        My name is Kevin Ayer.  I attended Ohio Men’s Via de Cristo Number 24 in the fall of 
1991 where I sat at the table of Mark.  I worship at Abiding Christ Lutheran Church in 
Fairborn, Ohio with my beautiful bride of 21 years, Lynn, and we have two beautiful children 
Kyleen who is 17 and Kyle who is 14.  Lynn and I  have served on several teams here in Ohio 
from 1991 through 1994, and continue to do so since moving back into the area in 2000.  I am 
privileged to be your new Lay Director for the Ohio Via de Cristo movement.   
        In 1994, the Air Force moved us to Virginia where we met many wonderful Cursillistas in 
the Rainbow Via de Cristo.  Lynn and I were instrumental in getting Via de Cristo revitalized in 
the Woodbridge, VA area.  While in Virginia, we had the honor of helping spin off the Western 
Maryland movement out of the Virginia movement.  Although it was difficult to “let them go,” it 
was marvelous to see the new movement stand on its own.  It was a joy to serve on teams in 
Virginia during this time period. 
        In 1997, the Air Force moved us to Rochester, New York where I worked on my 
doctorate in Imaging Sciences.  While on a return visit to Ohio, we attended a Clausura.  At 
the Clausura, Doug Burrows approached me about contacting New York’s secretariat to serve 
on New York Men’s #1.  What a great experience getting in on the ground floor of a new 
movement; a different kind of birth than Vineyard, but no less exciting.  After the Air Force 
moved us back to Ohio in 2000, I had the privilege of returning to New York to serve as the 
Music Cha for New York Men’s #2 in January 2001. 
        I’ve taught many adult and children’s Sunday school classes in Ohio, Virginia, and New 
York.  I have to say one of my most favorite teaching experiences was with the Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church High School Sunday School class in New York.  The topic was Revelation.  I 
challenged them… they challenged me… We started with 10 young adults. By the end of the 
six-month study, we had over 30!  It was a great experience I will treasure forever. 
        Another passion I have is music.  I love all sorts of music… everything from Hillsong 
Ministries to Echelon, Carmen to Lost & Found.  I believe music is the universal language that 
joins heads, hearts, and hands together to serve our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
        I’d like to close this message with a few words from of one of my favorite songs, words 
that capture the essence of my philosophy.  It goes like this:  “We are one in the Spirit.  We 
are one in the Lord.”   The song goes on to tell us how we are to live our lives, working with 
each other side by side, guarding each one’s dignity and pride, walking hand in hand to tell 
everyone that God is in our land!  I’ll share more as time goes on, but for now, I’ll say ...... 
 
 
God Loves You & So Do I.  De Colores! 

From the Lay Director 



De Colores to the Ohio 4th Day Community!! 
 
The preparations have been exciting.  The fellowship has been rewarding.  The experience is 
nothing short of amazing!  Yes, the team of Men’s #47 is assembled, and they are prepared to be 
used by our Lord to help our newest brothers in Christ to better understand the blessings of Grace 
and the responsibility that Grace bestows on us.  We thank you all for your prayers thus far, and 
ask that you continue those prayers on through the weekend. 
 
As we approach these Spring weekends this year, and as preparations continue for the Summer 
Weekends, I ask all of you to join us in the theme chosen for Men’s #47—“Listen to Him!”  As 
scripture tells us, God has given us his beloved Son, and commands us…listen to Him.  As you 
pray for guidance with your daily lives…listen to Him.   As you continue walking in your 4th 
day…listen to Him.  
 
As of this writing we have been blessed with at least 18 Pilgrims for this weekend.  Now, it is our 
responsibility to listen to our Lord so we can serve these men faithfully.  I look forward to seeing 
many of you (maybe all of you??) at the Serenades on Saturday night and Sunday morning, as 
well as at the closing on Sunday to welcome our new fellow Cursillistas. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support and prayers.  God Loves You All, and So Do I! 
 
Tony Latessa 
Rector, Ohio VDC Men’s #47 

 
De Colores Everyone, 
 
My name is Chris Albrektson and it is my honor to be the Rector for Ohio Via de Cristo Women's 
weekend #45.  I can't believe the weekend is less than a month away.  The team has been working hard 
to ensure this weekend is a wonderful experience for everyone involved.  Your help is needed though.   
At the last team meeting it was announced that three applications had been received for the women's 
weekend.  Two were turned in to Jane at the meeting and one was mailed the day before. As of this 
newsletter there are nine.  
 
Don't get me wrong, nine pilgrims is a wonderful start. However, it's only a start, we need to add to that 
number.  There is still time to get applications in.  We know how wonderful Via de Cristo is, why not 
share it with everyone. After all isn't Christ counting on us? 
 
God loves you and so do I, 
Chris 



 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The following article is being repeated to ensure the community is 
aware of this information..... 
 
 
We have a big God and sometimes we need to think real big.  Ron Craig has come 
across a big opportunity that we need to think about.  An old school building near 
Kent Ohio has come on the market.  Ron has walked the building and feels that it 
would be an ideal spot for a retreat center for Via de Cristo.  Of course it would be – 
it is an old school building. The only problem is that the price tag will probably be 
close to $600,000 with necessary repairs.   
 
This is an issue for prayer and community dreaming.  We will never know unless we 
pray and then ask.   
 
Is there someone in our community who is able or knows of someone willing to 
invest in this opportunity?  A similar opportunity  
happened in Texas to several businessmen who had made a Tres Dias weekend.  
They came upon an old church camp that went on the  
market and turned it into a retreat center specializing in three-day weekends.   
 
This might be our opportunity to do something big.   
 
Pray about it and then contact Ron Craig at 330-678-5135.  You never know what 
may happen.      
                                                  



 
Ohio Men’s Weekend #47 

April 11-14, 2002 Names received as of March 27th 

Men’s #46 Team Pilgrims and Sponsors 

Name 
Tony Latessa 
Larry Evans 
Pastor Jim Stalder 
Pastor Doug Pretorius 
Bob Sauer 
Peter Sabin 
Kevin Ayer 
Charley Allinger 
Tim Leu 
Chuck Clay 
Tom Bauer 
Larry Dwight 
Dan Brill 
Jeff Albrektson 
Al Conn 
Chrrles Stotts 
Mark Phillips 
Mike Walsh 
Skip Wilson 
Phil Wuorinen 
Phil Kohler 
Mark Ostermeier 
Pete Bolig 
Tom Fauquet 
Bill Evans 
Ken Thompson 
Doug Hertlein 
Mel Hall 
Tim Sperling 
Rick DeLynko 
Judy Pochard 
Dick & Peggy  
     Retherford 
  
  

Position on Team 
Rector 

Head Cha 
Spiritual Director 
Spiritual Director 
Head Kitchen Cha 
Observing Rector 

Music Cha 
Palanca Cha 
Chapel Cha 
Gopher Cha 
Kitchen Cha 
Kitchen Cha 
Kitchen Cha 
Kitchen Cha 
Kitchen Cha 
Kitchen Cha 

Rollo Room Cha 
Rollo Room Cha 
Rollo Room Cha 
Rollo Room Cha 
Rollo Room Cha 

Ideal Rollista 
Laity Rollista 
Piety Rollista 
Study Rollista 
Action Rollista 
Leaders Rollista 

Environment Rollista 
CCA Rollista 

Silent Professor 
Serenade Leader 

Fourth Day Couple 

Home City 
Englewood 

Huber Heights 
Westerville 

Bellville 
Kettering 

Stow 
Fairborn 

West Chester 
Canal Winchester 

Gahanna 
Cincinnati 

Miamisburg 
Columbus 
Kettering 

West Milton 
Westerville 
Miamisburg 
Groveport 

Huber Heights 
Cincinnati 
Cincinnati 

West Chester 
Cincinnati 

Urbana 
HuberHeights 

Cincinnati 
Carroll 

Westerville 
Canal Winchester 

Granville 
Hamilton 
Galena 

 

PILGRIM 
Curt Kemmet 
Brett Williamson 
Scott Culham 
Steve Richey 
Rich Renken 
Ron Heil 
Carl Ames 
Roger Bookland 
David Short 
Karl Burns 
Darrell Banks 
Wes Kaufman 
Bob Glessner 
Dewayne Meyer 
Dave Gruenberg 
Marty Cosgrove 
Mark Armstrong 
Larry Clere 
Mark Timberlake 
Charlie Dome 
Kevin Jud 
Ron Towne 

SPONSOR 
Kevin Ayer 

Mark Phillips 
Mark Phillips 
Mark Phillips 
Mark Phillips 
Mark Phillips 

Douglas Pretorius 
Ralph Goetz 
Doug Hewitt 

Cathy Doering 
Douglas Pretorius 
Douglas Pretorius 
Douglas Pretorius 

Dic & Peggy Retherford 
Ken Thompson 
Ken Thompson 

Douglas Pretorius 
Douglas Pretorius 
Douglas Pretorius 
Douglas Pretorius 
Charley Allinger 
Patricia Leonard 

CHURCH, CITY 
Abiding Christ Luth,  Fairborn 

Zion Luth., Dayton 
Zion Luth., Dayton 
Zion Luth., Dayton 
Zion Luth., Dayton 
Zion Luth., Dayton 

Faith Luth., Baltimore 
Faith Luth., Cincinnati 

St. John Luth., Miamisburg 
St. Paul Luth., Sharon Center 

St. Paul Luth., Bellville 
St. Paul Luth., Bellville 

Holy Trinity Luth., Mansfield 
Living Word Lut., Westerville 

Christ Lutheran, Bexley 
Trinity Lutheran, Cincinnati 

St. Paul Luth., Bellville 
St. Paul Luth., Bellville 
St. Paul Luth., Bellville 
St. Paul Luth., Bellville 

Immanuel Luth., Hamilton 
St. Paul Luth., Sharon Ctr. 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 
Apr. 11 & 12 

Thursday 
     Send Off - 7:30 PM at Grace in             

Columbus 
 
Friday 
    Ideal                             10:00 AM
    Habitual Grace             11:15 AM 
    Laity                                1:40 PM 
    Actual Grace                   2:55 PM 
    Piety                                4:45 PM 

SATURDAY 
Apr. 13 

Study                         9:00 
AM 
Sacraments            10:20 AM 
Apostolic Action      1:15 PM 
Obstacles to Grace   2:55 PM 
Leaders                     4:25 PM 
 
Serenade Practice    
         5:00 PM (Livingston 
United Methodist Church) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
IN COLUMBUS on Refugee Road 

All directions - Exit #107 off I-70.  Turn south on Rt. 317 (Hamilton 
Rd.) to Refugee Rd.  Turn left (east).  Church is on your left. 
 
Note:  Rt. 33 is another alternative to Refugee Rd., but because of road 
construction, exits may or may not all be open.   

LIVINGSTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
           200 E Livingston Ave  Columbus  (614)224-2006 

From the North.  Take I-71 South to Columbus.  Take the US-23 /
FOURTH ST exit, exit number 100B. Stay straight to go onto E FULTON 
ST. Turn LEFT onto US-33. US-33 becomes E LIVINGSTON AVE.  
From the South. Take I-71 North to Columbus.Take the US-23 NORTH/
LIVINGSTON AVE exit, exit number 100B, towards FOURTH ST. 

SUNDAY 
Apr. 14 

 
 Gather In Kitchen 5:45 AM    QUIETLY!!! 
 Wake-up Serenade - 6:00 AM 
 
 Environment                                9:15 AM 
 Day in the Life of Grace            10:10 AM 
 Christian Community                11:35 AM 
 Group Reunion/Ultreya               1:45 PM 
 
 
Closing  - 5:00 PM  (at Grace in Columbus) 

LOCATIO
N FOR PRACTIC

E 

MAIL PALANCA  
Mark all letters: Sponsor, Spouse, Friend, or Community 



Via de Cristo School for Leaders 
August of 2002 

 
 School for Leaders will be held on Saturday, August 10, 2002. The purpose of this school is 

to provide a better understanding of all aspects of Via de Cristo. Topics covered include: 

Theology of the Weekend; Dynamics and Psychology of the Weekend; Team Roles and 

much more. Attend to gain a fuller understanding of your weekend experience. You must 

attend the School for Leaders to serve on a Via de Cristo team. 

 The school will be offered August 10th at Linden Lutheran Church, 1230 Oakland 

Park Avenue, Columbus, Ohio.  The school starts at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday morning, running 

till 5:00 p.m. You can register by using the form below. Cost is $10 per person. 
============================================================================= 

SCHOOL for LEADERS REGISTRATION 
for 

August 10, 2002 
Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (           ) ________________________ Request Friday Night Housing (Yes or No)______ 
 
Church____________________________________ E-Mail Address_______________________ 
 
Attended: Via de Cristo (   ) Other _____________________________ Weekend Number______ 
 
Please enclose a check payable to Ohio Via de Cristo ($10 per person) and send it with this form to Charles 
Allinger, 7456 Wethersfield Drive, West Chester, Ohio 45069    email:  DEKMACK7@AOL.COM 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                         LS registration form 30 

 



 
                                                                Via de Cristo of Ohio                                          (5/97) 
 

Pilgrim Application  (One for each person)                         Date:____________________ 
 
Cursillo is a tested and valid renewal movement which began in the Roman Catholic Church and is now active in many 
Protestant denominations.  The Lutheran expression of this movement is called Via de Cristo (Way of Christ).  It is 
designed for baptized Christians over the age of 18 who wish to strengthen and nurture their commitment to Christ.  
Via de Cristo does not provide solutions to serious personal problems, nor does it diminish the importance of the 
institutional church.  No one is expected to respond to the Via de Cristo experience in any specific "approved" manner. 
 
Via de Cristo weekends begin at 7:00 PM Thursdays and end about 8:00 PM Sundays, and consist of a sequence of 
inter-dependent events which require that each pilgrim be present for the entire weekend.  Couples are encouraged to 
complete applications at the same time, and also encouraged but not required to attend the same set of weekends.  
There is no set charge to attend a weekend, but pilgrims will be given the opportunity to contribute.  Via de Cristo 
receives no direct financial support from the Lutheran Church. 
 
You will be informed when your application has been received and be given further information at that time.  
Meanwhile, please direct any questions to your sponsor(s).  Please answer all questions fully so that we can provide a 
meaningful and pleasant experience.  Please PRINT OR TYPE. 
 
 
Name:                                                                                                                                                                         

(Last)                                                                                                                                                    (First)
                                                                                                                   (First name you wish for your name tag) 
 
Address:                                                                                                                                                                      

(Street/RR/Box)                                                                                                                                 ( C i t y /
PO)                                                                                                                                                                               (State)
                                                                                                                                                             (Zip Code +4) 
 
Date of Birth:                                                                                                                                                                  Sex:    
Education:                                                                                                                                                                   

(Male/Female)                                                         (Highest Level)             
 
Marital Status:                                                                                                                                                                
Spouse's Name:                                                                                                                                                          
 
Home Phone: (       )                                                                                                                                                      W o r k 
Phone: (       )                                                                                                                                                                   
 
Occupation:                                                                                                                                                                 
 
Church:                                                                                                                                                                       

(Name)                                                                                                                                                (C i t y )
                                                                                                                                                                         (State)                   
 
Are you a baptized Christian?                                                                                                                                    
 
How did you become interested in Via de Cristo?                                                                                                     
 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
 



 
                                                                                                    Via de Cristo of Ohio Pilgrim Application - Page 2 
 
Please list health problems (special dietary needs, special sleeping needs, heart/mobility problems, serious 
allergies, etc.)  A weekend is not strenuous, but does require moving about and stair climbing.  SMOKING IS 
RESTRICTED to specific times and places. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please list particular interests, activities (church service, community, etc.) and additional comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check Weekend preferred: SUMMER_______________               FALL__________          SPRING__________ 
*Location Preferred:  Northeast Ohio____________       Central Ohio____________ Southern Ohio______  
 
*All locations are not available at all times of the year. Please check with your sponsor for the location/time 
available. 
 
 

Applicant's Signature:                                                                                   
 
                                  Please check for completeness and accuracy and give to sponsor(s). 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
 
Sponsor's Signature:                                                                                                                                                  
 
Date:      
 
 
 
Clergy Signature/Endorsement:                                                                                                                                 
 
 
(Please Print) Clergy Name and Position:                                                                                                                  
 
Date:      
 
Additional Clergy Comments: 
 
 
 



                                                                  Via de Cristo of Ohio                                          (5/97) 
 

Sponsor Application  (One for each pilgrim)                    Date:____________________ 
 
Before sponsoring anyone, please carefully and prayerfully review the "Sponsor Guidelines" printed on the back of 
form.   
   
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE.  
 
Your Name:                                                                                                                                                                 

(Last)    (First) 
 
Address:                                                                                                                                                                      

(Street/RR/Box)
                                                                                                                                                                     (City/PO)  
( S t a t e )
                                                                                                                                                             (Zip Code +4) 
 
Home Phone: (     )                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                      Work Phone: (     )       
 
Your Church:                                                                                                                                                               

(Name)                                                                                                                                               
( C i t y )
                                                                                                                                                                         (State)                   
 
Pilgrim Name:                                                                                                                                                             
 
Why is this person a good pilgrim? 
 
 
Did you discuss Via de Cristo with the pilgrim's spouse, if applicable?__________  Will both attend a weekend?
____________  Couples are encouraged to complete applications at the same time, and also encouraged, but not 
required, to attend the same set of weekends.  If both will not attend a weekend, please explain briefly?  (also see 
1. on the back of this form) 
 
 
 
Briefly state the pilgrim's attitude toward Via de Cristo? 
 
 
How, specifically, will you support the pilgrim in the 4th Day? 
 
 
Other pertinent information about the pilgrim: 
 
 
 
I have prayerfully considered sponsoring this pilgrim and believe this pilgrim to be both physically and emotionally 
stable and capable of experiencing the Weekend fully.  I understand my responsibilities noted in the "Sponsor 
Guidelines" printed on the back of this form and with the Lord's help will do my best to meet them.     

Sponsor(s) Signature(s):                                                                                           
 

Sponsor(s) Weekend(s):                                                                                           
 
 



Via de Cristo of Ohio Sponsor Guidelines (4/96)

Pilgrim Checklist - Does/Is the pilgrim: (Check as appropriate)
Yes     No 

desire to grow as a Christian and has he/she been baptized?
have potential for leadership in his/her environment?
have the capacity for careful listening and understanding?
seriously open to change?
mature, responsible and in good emotional health?
physically capable of fully participating in the Weekend?
understand the Via de Cristo is much more than just attending a Weekend?
able to live in a close community with others?
really want to attend a Weekend?
currently experiencing a crisis (family, marital, health, job, etc.)? *** see 1. below ***

Sponsor Checklist - Do/Have you, as sponsor(s):
been living the 4th Day and understand the goals of Via de Cristo?
prayed for guidance before taking any action toward sponsoring this pilgrim?
told the pilgrim about the 4th Day?
ensured the pilgrim really wants to participate, not just do you a "favor"?
offered to assist the pilgrim with baby/pet/house sitting, etc.?
offered the pilgrim transportation to and from the Weekend?
agree to support the pilgrim through prayer, palanca, and your presence at the Closing?
agree to actively assist the pilgrim to join a Reunion Group and participate in Ultreya?
Agree to support the pilgrim in the 4th Day for at least six months after the Weekend?

                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 

                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                  

Before you approach your pilgrim:  (***note*** maximum of one pilgrim per table per church)

1. The Via de Cristo movement is a Christian program of renewal for baptized believers in Christ.  The Weekend is an emotional
and deeply spiritual experience that is not suited for everyone.  Your pilgrims should be physically and emotionally able to
experience the Weekend completely and must have the endorsement of their pastors to attend.  In the case of a married woman,
it is the norm that her spouse attend first.  If there are concerns in any of these areas, please send a letter of explanation to the
Secretariat from you and the pastor or call Spiritual Director Douglas Fidler (330-673-5445) before you give the application to
your pilgrim.  Pray and consider fully before taking any action.

2. Clergy endorsement is required.  Check with the endorsing clergy before approaching a prospective pilgrim to ensure
endorsement will be forthcoming.  Failure to do so can cause serious embarrassment, for pastors may know something, unknown
to sponsor, that makes that person an unsuitable pilgrim for Via de Cristo.  If the appropriate clergy decline to endorse an
application for any other reason, notify a Secretariat member in your area so the problem can be addressed at the appropriate
level by the Spiritual Director.  Do not proceed until such an issue is resolved by the proper persons.

When you talk to your pilgrim:

3. Once you have clergy concurrence, approach the prospective pilgrim, answer any questions, explain that a free-will offering will
be taken at the Weekend to defray expenses, and assist in filling out the Pilgrim Application to ensure accuracy and
completeness.  Ensure each application contains all required signatures, is legible and complete - especially date of birth and
"First Name You Wish For Your Name Tag" entries.

After your pilgrim agrees to attend:

4. For each applicant, mail the fully completed Pilgrim Application and Sponsor Application along with your non-refundable check
for $15.00 (payable to "Lutheran Via de Cristo of Ohio" to the address on the front of this form.

5. Stay in contact with your applicant(s) and give your active support.  Both applicants and sponsors will receive acknowledgment
of registration and instructions for the Weekend.



Northern Ultreya  -  Saturday, June 8, 2002 - 4:00 pm 
 
St. Paul Lutheran Church  
6462 Ridge Road 
Sharon Center, OH  44274   
330-239-1340. 
 
Contact Person 
Cathy Doering  330-239-0027 
 
Start in the Sanctuary at 4:00 pm followed by a Potluck Supper 
 
 
Travel Directions:   
 
From the East, go West on I-76, exit at Rt. 94.  Turn right onto 94 going North and heading into Sharon Center.  Travel 
almost all the way around the circle to St. Paul Lutheran Church,  
 
From Columbus, come North on I-71, then go East on I-76, exit at Rt. 94, turn left off ramp that will take you to 94 
North.  Travel almost all the way around the circle to St. Paul Lutheran Church,  

Via de Cristo had roots in Spain 
By Paul Swinehart, historian 

Lay Director Kevin Ayer has asked me to do some articles on the history of Via de 
Cristo of Ohio and some of the people who promoted it. Perhaps this first one should be 
called “Roots.” Most of the information comes from a 4th Day Manual, published by the 
National Lutheran Secretariat. 

Histories are long. I plan to shorten it Scripps-Howard style (Oran Gough knows). 
The ministry was born as The Cursillo Movement on the island of Majorca, Spain in 

the 1940s. It came out of the Little Courses for Pilgrimage Leaders, instituted by the 
Catholic Action for Young Men. In other words, it was training for church leaders. The 
Cursillo Movement continues as a strong arm of the Roman Catholic Church. It spread 
from Spain into Latin America, where it was expanded to include women. It was brought 
to the United States by two Spanish airmen who were training in Texas. The first U.S. 
weekend was in 1957 in Mission, Texas.  

Weekends spread to New York and Ohio by 1959, all held in Spanish. The first English 
weekend was held in 1961. The movement spread to the Episcopal Church in 1965 and in 
1972, two Lutheran movements began in Florida and Iowa after pastors and laymen 
attended Episcopal weekends.  

In 1980, with the help of ALC Bishop David Wolber, the National Lutheran Secretariat 
Constitution was drafted. Reflecting the ecumenism of the Lutheran movement, which 
allows team members from other denominations, not allowed by the Catholic Church, our 
name was changed from Cursillo to Via de Cristo. The movement’s theological and 
doctrinal content is in keeping with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and 
attempts to fulfill its stated purpose. 

 There is more, stay tuned.  



Beginning Balance 2/1/001   
 

INCOME 
Donations 
Registrations 
Pilgrim Offerings 
Team Offerings 
Leaders School 
Interest Earned 
Memorial Gifts 
Reimbursement from weekends 
Team Manuals 
Other 

 
TOTAL INCOME 

 
EXPENSES 
US Post Office 
Printing 
Food 
NLS Supplies 
NLS Dues 
NLS Meeting 
Leaders School 
Royalty (CCLI) 
Telephone 
Miscellaneious 
Insurance 
Photographer/Photos 
Pastor's Transportation 
State Ultreya 
Bus Transportation 
Facilities 
Office Supplies 
Weekend Advance 
Internet Fees 
CD 

 
TOTAL EXPENSES 

 
 

 
 

YTD 
$2,790.00  
$1,185.00  
$1,645.00  
$7,132.00  

$350.00  
$40.34  

$670.15  
$770.73  
$104.43  

$4,217.77  
 
 
 

YTD 
$2,681.33 
$3,417.27 

$0.00 
$49.50 

$250.00 
$302.00 

$0.00 
$203.00 

$0.00 
$188.00 
$500.00 
$983.85 

$0.00 
$0.00 

$1,120.00 
$6,535.00 

$34.48 
$3,513.44 

$195.00 
$4,000.00 

 
 
 

Balance as of 1/31/02 

Treasurer's Report January 2002 
Ohio Via de Cristo 

Fiscal Year 2/1/01-1/31/02 

$8,306.05  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$18,905.42  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$23,972.87 
 

$3,238.60  

Respectfully Submitted,1/31/02 
Christin Albrektson 


